
1. Talk by Teaching Excellence Award
Winner Assistant Professor Stylianos
Dristsas and “Completion of GTA
Teaching Course” Certification  - All
are welcome

30 May 2018 3 to 6pm Venue
To be confirmed (TBC)

3 GTA Teaching Course Run 4
(For PhD students)

14 May 2018 –
2 July 2018

2 to 5pm Venue
Announced by OSA to GTA students

4 Teaching at SUTD
(For new faculty who have joined
SUTD in 2018)

23 May 2018 3 to 5pm Venue
To be confirmed (TBC)

1. 4th Annual Next Generation
Learning Spaces

8- 9 May 2018 Singapore https://learningspaces.iqpc.sg/

2. 7th International Conference on
Teaching, Education & Learning
(ICTEL)

13-14 June 2018 Singapore https://www.adtelweb.org/2018-7th-international-conference-on-
teaching-education-and-learning-ictel-june-13-14-singapore-about-52

3. International Science Education
Conference 2018, RE-SEARCHING
SCIENCE EDUCATION:
Same Issues From Different Lenses

19 – 21 June
2018

NIE, Singapore https://www.isec2018singapore.org/

4. International Conference on
Teaching, Learning, Innovation and
Educational Technology

27-29 July 2018 Singapore http://globalbizresearch.org/Singapore_Conference_2018_july4/

5. International Conference on
Education, Economics, Psychology
and Social Studies

28-30 Aug 2018 Singapore http://iceeps.org

6. The Singapore Education
Technology Conference 2018 (SETC
2018)

30-31Aug 2018 Singapore https://setc.ear.com.sg/

7. 8th Annual International
Conference on Education & e-
Learning 2018

24-25 Sept 2018 Singapore http://e-learningedu.org/index.html

8. Towards a Learning Culture: ISSOTL
2018 Conference

24- 27 Oct 2018 Bergen,
Norway

http://www.issotl.com/issotl15/node/232

Dear All

Here are some news and announcements from LSL for the month of April, 2018. We had 2 talks and several consultations this month amongst other things that keep us busy. There are some important announcements such as MOE-TRF grant call and workshop for new faculty.  

1) On 13 April 2018, we had a talk by Prof. Louis Deslauriers from Harvard University on “Students’ Misperceptions of Teaching and Learning + Effective Active Learning Techniques to Engage Students”. We had one of the largest attendance so far with 24 participants- and this included students.

Gold Nuggets from the talk for your teaching tool box

Teaching Strategy : Structuring Active Learning (5 min Priming + 5 Min Learning)
Louis and colleagues use a specific kind of active learning method - structured as 5 min self-assessment activity followed by 5 minute
short and condensed teaching of key points. They found that this method is far superior than just lecturing and have been fine-tuning
this technique for the last 6-7 years. The 5 minute short self-assessment activity is likened to “priming” of students for learning and is
expected to help students to identify their learning gaps so that they are aware of what they need to learn. This teaching strategy is
likely to be suitable for self-directed learning as well as group learning, because students work in groups of 3 for the priming activity.
While this has been tested in Harvard, applicability of the teaching strategy in the SUTD context is yet to be explored.

2) Talk by Associate Professor Arlindo Silva (EPD) on “Instructors’ Perspectives on a 2D Project” on 25 April 2018

Associate Professor Arlindo from EPD, who has been leading the Term 2 – 2D projects for a while now,  shared with us his experience and insights on leading the 2D project module.  The sharing gave an in-depth explanation on the process of conducting a design course and facilitating 2D projects for the
entire cohort of students- from analysis to the development of prototype that are ready to be delivered. The talk highlighted the need to assess 2D projects well and possible need to examine and improve the present assessment rubrics. We thank Arlindo for his time to share with us his ideas and
perspectives on 2D project.

YouTube link: https://youtu.be/1TNg4MEhgHQ

2) Consultations
LSL provides various types of consultations- on teaching and inquiry into teaching and learning.

Teaching consultations can be requests to suggest improvements on teaching or course development. All of the teaching consultations are grounded in theory (as in any academic work). LSL helps to assess or diagnose current situation in order to propose ideas or connect with relevant resources where
needed. We also work with faculty on studying the impact and evaluation of practices. So if you would like to sound out your ideas, do reach out to us. Often times, teaching consultations become reflective and evolve to be scholarly inquiry of one’s teaching practices to continually improve. We hope to
see more engaged in this process.

3) Review of Pedagogy Innovation Fund
LSL was involved in reviewing the Pedagogy Innovation Fund this time round. Some of the good practices that we would like to encourage are

§ Relevance of research project to the theme
§ Clearly written and well-articulated proposals
§ Research that is applicable to teaching practices in class
§ Well-thought out research questions and suitable methodology
§ Prudent budget that meets the guidelines

4) MOE-TRF fund

MOE has just announced the call for MOE-Tertiary Research Funds to invite proposals for educational projects (Please see attached).

Office of Research, which oversees the administration, will be sending you more details shortly.

LSL will provide support on the applications by reviewing and giving feedback on strengthen the proposal in general. Collaborations with LSL are also welcome.

Some important timelines (Draft).

Action/Task Date
Expression of Interest to OR 15 May 2018

Internal submission to OR for checks 5 Jun 2018

Applicants to refine the submission if necessary and forward the final proposal (softcopy) to OR
for checks

18 Jun 2018, 5pm

OR to forward the final proposal for review & endorsement by DOR 20 Jun 2018, 12pm

Submission to MOE 22 Jun 2018, 5 pm

Office of Research will be sending you information shortly. Please contact Ketut if needed.

5) Blog on teaching and learning by our student- Jonathan Ng Kin Hou on Surfacing what is important in learning: feedback immediacy

One of our students who attended the talk on team-based learning has penned down his thoughts on what may be important for learning. Check it out!

Upcoming events

6) SUTD events

7) Local International  Educational Conferences for Faculty (NOT funded by OED or LSL)

We hope to bring you more activities and events on teaching and learning. If you know of any relevant information on teaching and learning that
you would like to share with the SUTD community, do keep us posted.

Best rgds
LSL Team

www.sutd.edu.sg/learningsciences

APRIL 2018

https://learningspaces.iqpc.sg/
https://www.adtelweb.org/2018-7th-international-conference-on-teaching-education-and-learning-ictel-june-13-14-singapore-about-52
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http://globalbizresearch.org/Singapore_Conference_2018_july4/
http://iceeps.org/
https://setc.ear.com.sg/
http://e-learningedu.org/index.html
http://www.issotl.com/issotl15/node/232
https://youtu.be/1TNg4MEhgHQ
mailto:ketut_santoso@sutd.edu.sg
https://sutdlsl.wordpress.com/2018/04/18/surfacing-what-is-important-in-learning-feedback-immediacy/
file:////c/www.sutd.edu.sg/learningsciences
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2018 TERTIARY EDUCATION RESEARCH FUND GRANT CALL 


April 2018 


General Information 
 
The Tertiary Education Research Fund (TRF) funds applied educational research 
projects on a competitive basis across Singapore’s publicly-funded universities, 
polytechnics and the Institute of Technical Education (ITE).  
 
Through the TRF, the Ministry of Education (MOE) empowers these Post-
Secondary Education Institutes (PSEIs) to actively and continuously improve 
teaching and learning (T&L) practices based on reliable research and data. The 
TRF promotes effective and innovative T&L practices which have the potential to 
improve the quality of T&L across all PSEIs in Singapore.  
 
The total project value (TPV) and duration of project will depend on the project 
category:  
 


Project 
Category 


Quantum of Award Duration of 
project 


Individual  $40,000 - $250,000 Up to 2 years 


Programmatic Up to $1M Up to 3 years 


 
Projects in the Individual Category are single projects led by a Principal 
Investigator (PI).  
 
Proposals in the Programmatic Category comprise two or more individual 
research projects, which are linked by a central research question, and led 
by a Lead PI. These projects should address issues which cut across different 
faculties/departments or PSEIs (e.g. student engagement, Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) education, language and communication 
skills). Proposals based within an individual School or Faculty are also welcome.  
 
TRF projects may take on one of the following forms: 
 


1. Ideation or Proof of Concept Projects 
These projects develop existing ideas into implementable models (e.g. 
synthesis of existing principles or theories to develop a curriculum/lesson 
for the class or division). 


 
2. Translation Projects 


These projects implement proven and tested ideas in new contexts (e.g. the 
implementation of an idea from one faculty to another). 
 


3. Scaling Projects 
These projects implement tested ideas in a larger number of sites than 
currently in practice (e.g. implementing an idea across the different faculties 
in an institution). 
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4. Evaluation Projects 
These projects verify the worth or effectiveness of new and/or existing 
projects, programmes, procedures and/or interventions, as well as the 
overall outcome or change (e.g. how successful the implementation of an 
intervention has been). 


 
Lead Principal Investigators (Lead PIs) and Principal Investigators (PIs) must be 
full-time staff based locally in our publicly-funded universities, polytechnics and 
ITE. Collaborators can be based overseas but the research funded under TRF has 
to be conducted in Singapore. 
 
Results of these grant calls will be announced by December 2018. 
 
 


Thematic Focus  
 
Within the general grant call, which can include resubmissions from the 2017 TRF 
grant call, the 2018 grant call continues to invite proposals which address the 
following theme: measuring student learning outcomes.  
 
This is the second time that MOE is launching a thematic call as part of a general 
grant call. The choice of theme reflects MOE’s desire for good learning outcomes 
to remain a priority at our PSEIs, even as they establish their respective strategic 
directions as institutions. As part of students’ holistic tertiary education experience, 
our PSEIs should seek to deliver quality instruction to encourage the development 
of knowledge, skills, attitudes and values. The challenge is to determine what 
appropriate indicators for measuring learning outcomes are. What are the desired 
learning outcomes of an IHL graduate? To what extent, and in what contexts, do 
the teaching and learning innovations enhance learner engagement and/or 
improve learning outcomes? These can be focused within specific clusters, or 
potentially generalisable across different disciplines. It is important to identify 
specific learning outcomes that your project aims to enhance, explain why these 
are significant and how the impact of your proposal on these outcomes can be 
evaluated. 
 
Applicants are encouraged to explore local and international developments1 on 
learning outcomes, and to develop local benchmarks for learning outcomes that 
can be applied across different disciplines, or to specific disciplines, as well as for 
different education pathways, such as the applied degree pathway.   
 


Review Process  
 
The proposal will be reviewed and evaluated by an Expert Panel and subject to 
approval by an MOE Approval Panel. 
 
 


                                                           
1 Examples of international standardised testing tools that have been developed recently include 
the Assessment of Higher Education Learning Outcomes (AHELO) by the Organisation for 
Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) and the Collegiate Learning Assessment 
(CLA+) by the Council for Aid to Education (CAE). See Annex C for more details. 
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Selection Criteria 
 
Proposals that are supported should have:  
 


i. Clear aims and well-developed student outcomes specifically targeted at 
improving student learning in the institution or at a national level; 


ii. A sound understanding of existing research literature in the area proposed; 
iii. Strong evidence of effectiveness and/or innovativeness of proposed 


approach; 
iv. A pedagogically-sound implementation plan which clearly links to the 


original aims of the projects; 
v. A sound evaluation plan to assess the aims and outcomes; and 
vi. A feasible budget and resource plan for the project.  


 
Application  


 
Submitted proposals have to be verified by the IHL’s Office of Teaching and 
Learning (OTL) and endorsed by the Director, OTL (DTL) before it can be 
considered for evaluation. 
 
PSEIs should send all endorsed proposals to MOE_HED_TRF@moe.gov.sg by 5 
p.m. on 15 22 June 2018. 
 


For Applicant’s Compliance 
 
1. The proposal shall be self-contained to a maximum of 15 pages (for 


Individual proposals) and 20 pages (for Programmatic proposals), 
adhering to the following formatting: Arial font size 12, double-spacing, 
1 inch margins. All supporting documents (e.g. quotations) should be 
appended.  


 
2. Word count and formatting limits stipulated in the online application form must 


be strictly adhered to.  
 
3. Details of Research Proposal. Applicants should adhere to the guidelines 


listed in Annex A for the preparation of their proposals. They should seek 
guidance from their institutions’ Teaching and Learning Offices where 
necessary. 


 
4. Project Deliverables. PIs should identify a maximum of five project 


deliverables expected upon completion of project and describe how they align 
to the respective IHL’s or MOE’s needs. PIs are encouraged to include the 
publication of their research findings on journals such as the Asian Journal of 
the Scholarship of Teaching and Learning (AJSoTL) as a key project 
deliverable. More information on the AJSoTL and publication process can be 
found at http://www.ajsotl.edu.sg/. Other project deliverables may include the 



http://www.ajsotl.edu.sg/
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development of software, development of classroom teaching materials, or 
devices. 


 
5. Proposed Budget and Justification. The budget for the research proposal 


should be prepared according to the guidelines stipulated by the institution’s 
OTL, a copy of which should be made available to the applicant. These 
guidelines should not deviate from the institution’s human resource (HR) 
policies and financial guidelines. A list of non-fundable items is appended in 
Annex B for reference. The listing in Annex B is non-exhaustive and MOE 
reserves the right to make changes to the list. MOE also reserves the right to 
readjust the budget after the project is approved for funding. 


 
6. All budgetary items should be clearly justified. Budgetary items which lack 


proper justification will not be funded. 
 


7. Suggested External Reviewers. Prior consent should be obtained from 
suggested external reviewers before nomination. Doctoral students should 
not be nominated as external reviewers.   


 
 


Supplementary Information  
 
ANNEX A Details of Research Proposal 
ANNEX B Guidelines for Non-Fundable Items 
ANNEX C Additional Information on AHELO and CLA+ 
  







Tertiary Education Research Fund April 2018 Grant Call 


 
 


Tertiary Education Research Fund 
Updated 08/04/2018  Page 5 of 11 


Annex A 
 
DETAILS OF PROJECT PROPOSAL 
 
The description of the proposed project should include: 


 Scope of the project (Outline the aims of the proposal and identify the potential 
contributions of the proposal to improving student outcomes or teaching and 
learning practices) 


 Review of existing literature  


 Significance of the project (highlight focus of teaching and learning outcomes) 


 Approach and Implementation (Provide a clear and appropriate plan with 
consideration to potential difficulties and limitations) 


 Evaluation Plan/Method (Define the key milestones) 


 Details of research team 


 References 


Please include references cited at the end of the document. References do 
not count as part of the 15-page (individual) or 20-page (programmatic) proposal. 
Information provided should be sufficiently self-contained for an assessment of the 
proposal without further reference to other materials.  
 
a) Scope of Project 
 


 Nature of project: What is the nature of the project (ideation/proof 
of concept, translation, scaling or evaluation project)? 


 Aims of project (Research Question): What does the project want 
to achieve? How are these aims related to improving student 
outcomes in your classroom/institution? 


 Target audience: Which group of students will benefit from the 
project? 


 
b)  Review of Existing Literature 
 


 What does existing literature say about the aims and approach of the 
project? 


 Are there any tensions/challenges discussed in published research 
that is worth highlighting, or that will inform the conduct of the 
project? 
  


c) Significance of the Project 
 


 Why is this project important in your institution/at the national level? 
 How will the success of the project lead to improved student 


outcomes? (Please define what these outcomes are.) 
 
d) Approach and Implementation 
 


 What is the conceptual framework/design/method used to conduct 
the project? 
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o Why was this framework/design/method chosen?  
o What does research say about the validity or challenges of this 


proposed approach?   
o How does the project propose to overcome potential challenges (if 


any)? 
 


 How will the project aims be achieved?  
o What are the key development stages in the project?  
o What are the final deliverables for the project? 


 
e) Evaluation Plan/Method 
 


 How will the outcomes of the project be evaluated?  
 What kind of data will be collected? What method of analysis will be 


used? 
 What are the alternative evaluation plans and method (if any)? 
 Why was this evaluation plan proposed over alternative plans? 


 
f) Details of Research Team 
 


 What is the role and contribution of each member in the research 
team? 


 Why are the PIs in a good position to lead the project?  
  


g) References 
 


 Please list in chronological order the titles and complete references 
to recent representative publications pertinent to this research 
proposal and the applicants’ publications related to this research 
proposal.  


 
ADDITIONAL DETAILS FOR PROGRAMMATIC PROPOSALS 
 
Projects in the Programmatic Category comprise two or more individual research 
projects, linked by a central research question. Each individual research project 
should include the information as stated above.  
 
In addition, it is essential that Programmatic Category projects address the 
following questions:  
 
 How are individual projects within the proposal linked to the central research 


question? 
 How will the combination of these individual projects give rise to better student 


outcomes, as opposed to conducting each project separately? 
 How do these projects cut across different disciplines and PSEIs?  
 How will the PIs in the different teams work together to achieve the overall aims 


of the proposal? 
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Annex B 
 
 


NON-FUNDABLE DIRECT COSTS 
 


1. EOM Related Expenses 
 


Type of Expenses Description 


General policy The general principle is that grants should support 
EOM costs and related benefits (as per employment 
contract) as long as it is in line with the consistently 
applied Host Institution’s HR policies.  
 
This will extend to Host Institution policies that govern 
staff recruitment and related costs (e.g. costs 
associated with the on boarding of staff, staff 
insurance, overtime claims, staff relocation, 
employment benefits, employment levy, employment 
pass, pre-examination medical check-up and housing 
allowance.) 
 
All Manpower related costs that fall under Other 
Operating Costs (OOE) should be accurately reflected 
in the Budget.  
 
Fractional charging for staff costs based on time 
commitment to the project must be practised.  
 


Principal 
Investigators / Co-
Investigators / 
Programme 
Managers EOM cost 
 


Not allowable. 
 
 


Unconsumed leave 
 


Provision for unconsumed leave is not allowable. 
 


Student Assistants / 
Interns 
 


Not allowable for students who are recipients of 
existing awards (or stipends) or students who are not 
residents of Singapore. 
 
Only full-time students enrolled in local institutes of 
higher learning qualify to be supported as a student 
assistant/intern. 
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2. Equipment Related Expenses 
 


Type of Expenses Description 


General policy No purchase of equipment is allowed unless 
specifically provided for in the grant approved by the 
Grantor.  
 
The procurement of such equipment must be made 
according to the formal established and consistently 
applied policies of the Host Institution.  
 
The invoices for all claims must be dated before the 
end of the Term. 
 


Cost of capital works, 
general infrastructure, 
general purpose IT 
and communication 
equipment, office 
equipment, and 
furniture and fittings 
 


Not allowable under direct costs, unless specifically 
provided for in the grant and approved by NRF.  
 
Examples of such costs are computers, office 
productivity software, PDAs, mobile phones, 
photocopier machines, workstations, printers, etc. 
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3. OOE Related Expenses 
 


Type of Expenses Description 


General policy Not allowable for expenses that are not directly related 
to the Research. 
 
All procurement of such items must be made 
according to the formal established and consistently 
applied policies of the Host Institution.  
 


Visiting 
Professors/Experts 
 
 


Not allowable unless specifically provided for in the 
grant and approved by the Grantor. The visiting 
professor must be identified and his/her contribution to 
the project must be clearly defined and described in 
the proposal.  
 


Audit fees 
 


Not allowable. This includes both internal and external 
audit fees. 
 


Entertainment & 
Refreshment 
 


Not allowable. 
 


Fines and Penalties 
 


Not allowable. 
 


Legal Fees 
 


Not allowable. 


Overhead Expenses 
 


Not allowable unless specifically provided for in the 
grant and approved by the Grantor based on the 
nature of the research. This includes rental, utilities, 
facilities management, telephone charges, internet 
charges, etc. 
 


Patent Application 
 


Not allowable. 
 
This includes patent application filing, maintenance 
and other related cost. 
 


Professional 
Membership Fees 
 


Not allowable.  
 
This applies to PI and Co-Investigators as well as all 
research staff funded from the grant. 
 


Software 
 


Not allowable under direct cost unless specifically 
provided for in the grant and approved by the Grantor. 
 


Professional fees 
(including fees to 
consultants) 
 


Not allowable unless specifically provided for in the 
grant and approved by the Grantor. 
 


Staff retreat Not allowed. 
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4. Overseas Travel Related Expenses 
 


Type of Expenses Description 


General policy Not allowable unless specifically provided for in the 
grant and approved by the Grantor. 
 
Conference participation should be directly relevant to 
the research area outlined in the project and necessary 
to accomplish project objectives.  
 
All travel must align to the existing and consistently 
applied institutions’ travel policies regardless of the 
source of funds. 
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Annex C 
 
Additional Information on AHELO and CLA+ 
 
AHELO 


 Aimed to evaluate student learning outcomes and attainment of generic and discipline-
specific skills 


 Further public information: 
https://www.oecd.org/site/ahelo/backgrounddocumentsfortheahelofeasibilitystudyconfere
nce.htm 


 
CLA+ 


 Aimed at assessing the learning outcomes in tertiary education by focussing on skills 
deemed to be critical for success in university, the workplace as well as general life skills 
(e.g. evaluating college/university students’ general critical thinking and written 
communication skills 


 Further public information: 
http://cae.org/flagship-assessments-cla-cwra/cla/ 



https://www.oecd.org/site/ahelo/backgrounddocumentsfortheahelofeasibilitystudyconference.htm

https://www.oecd.org/site/ahelo/backgrounddocumentsfortheahelofeasibilitystudyconference.htm










